[image: image1.png]AC

JURNAL AGAMA DAN SOSIAL HUMANIORA



Religious and Social Humanitis 
Vol. 2 No. 2 (2025)
ISSN: 3063-5349
Religious and Social Humanitis 

VoI. 2 No. 2 (2025)

ISSN: 3063-5349
Religious and Social Humanitis 

Vol. 2 No. 2 (2025)

ISSN: 3063-5349

An Analysis of Derivational Morphology in Angelina Jolie’s UN Speech on Equality for Women 
Eva Meidi Kulsum1*, Alviani Halimatus Sadiah2
Universitas Ma’soem : evameidik@gmail.com 

Universitas Ma’soem : alvianiiihs@gmail.com 
Abstract
This study aims to discuss derivational affixes in Angelina Jolie’s speech at the UN on women’s equality. This study uses a descriptive qualitative method in analysing the derivation words in Angelina Jolie's speech. The results found 78 derivation words, which consist of 16 prefixes (e.g. -in-, -re-, -epi-) and 62 suffixes (e.g -ity-, -ment-. -tion-). Prefixes are used to create a new meaning of the base word without changing the word class such as the prefix -in- on the word inequal and prefix -un- in the word unwilling the other hand, the addition of suffixes to the base word often changes the word class. A significant change is the change in verbs or adjectives into nouns as much as 73.3% when suffixes are added to verb or adjective base words such as the example of the word govern becomes government. The other change from noun to adjective is 20% as in the word politics becomes political last change of adjective to adverb as much as 6.7% as in the word peaceful becomes peacefully. The findings show a pattern of word formation through the derivational process that emphasizes its role in modifying meaning and grammatical function in the context of formal speech.
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Abstrak
Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk membahas afiks derivatif dalam pidato Angelina Jolie di PBB tentang kesetaraan perempuan. Penelitian ini menggunakan metode deskriptif kualitatif dalam menganalisis kata-kata derivasi dalam pidato Angelina Jolie. Hasil penelitian menemukan sebanyak 78 kata derivasi, yang terdiri dari 16 prefiks (misalnya -in-, -re-, -epi-) dan 62 sufiks (misalnya -ity-, -ment-, -tion-). Prefiks digunakan untuk menciptakan makna baru dari kata dasar tanpa mengubah kelas kata, seperti pada prefiks -in- dalam kata inequal dan prefiks -un- dalam kata unwilling. Di sisi lain, penambahan sufiks pada kata dasar sering kali mengubah kelas kata. Perubahan yang paling signifikan adalah perubahan dari verba atau adjektiva menjadi nomina sebanyak 73,3% ketika sufiks ditambahkan pada kata dasar verba atau adjektiva, seperti pada contoh kata govern menjadi government. Perubahan lain dari nomina ke adjektiva sebesar 20%, seperti pada kata politics menjadi political, dan perubahan terakhir dari adjektiva ke adverbia sebesar 6,7%, seperti pada kata peaceful menjadi peacefully. Temuan ini menunjukkan adanya pola pembentukan kata melalui proses derivasi yang menekankan peran afiks dalam memodifikasi makna dan fungsi gramatikal dalam konteks pidato formal.
Kata Kunci: Morfologi Derivatif, Afiks, Prefiks, Sufiks
1. INTRODUCTION
English is the international language, almost all countries in the world use English as a tool of communication in daily life. As a global communication tool, English holds an important role in many aspects of life, including education, politics, cultural interaction and international relations. With its status as a lingua franca, many people from different countries and linguistic backgrounds learned English to communicate more effectively with individuals who come from different countries. As stated by Rabiah (2018) Language is an important tool in expressing ideas, feelings, opinion, and information. Therefore, an in-depth understanding of the structure and elements of English is important, especially in formal communication such as international speech that uses language as the main tool in conveying information. 

Language has an important aspect, namely morphology. Morphology is the study of the structure of words and rules for word formation (Khanetnok et al., 2023). To create an English word we need a morpheme, which is a small meaningful unit of a language that cannot be further divided or analysed. The meaning or function of a word is affected by how morphemes are combined to form a word (Coelho, (2004)) in Fitria, (2020). Therefore, an understanding of how morphemes work is essential in learning English word formation. 

In general, there are two kinds of morphemes in English: free morphemes and bound morphemes (Maulidia et al., 2019). A Free morpheme is a small unit that can stand alone and has meaning. For example: dog, book, table, chair, etc. Meanwhile, bound morphemes are small units that cannot stand alone and have no meaning. Bound morphemes must be combined with free morphemes to create a meaningful word. For example, morphemes -s, -ly, -er, -em, - in, -ment, -ion, etc., don’t have meaning. But if a bound morpheme is attached to a free morpheme, it will have a meaning; for example, the morpheme -er is attached to the free morpheme teach, “teach + er = teacher,” then the morpheme means someone who teaches. Thus, bound morphemes play a crucial role in forming new meanings in English words. 

Bound morphemes are also called affixes, which can be classified into two kinds namely prefixes (affixes at the beginning of words) and suffixes (affixes at the end of the words). These suffixes can be further divided into two types: derivational morphemes and inflectional morphemes (Nandito, 2016). This article will specially discuss derivational morphemes, which are a type of morpheme that serves to form a new word with a different meaning or word class. 

The author found several similar and related studies to this research, which focus on derivational affixes. Two of them are “an analysis of derivational Affixes in the Avengers Movie” by Sumual, M. S., Arifin, M. B., & Valiantien, N. M. in 2022 and “An analysis of Derivational Affixes in Song” by Siregar, F. R., & Siregar, N. S. in 2021. The two previous studies have different objectives, for the first article the author aims to discuss the derivational affixes that are influential in forming words from simple to more complex in The Avenger Movie, and the second aims to find the dominant of derivational affixes in Song. Therefore, the researchers decided to analyse derivational affixes that focus on public speeches with the title “An Analysis Of Derivational Morphology In Angelina Jolie’s Un Speech On Equality For Women”.
Angelina Jolie’s speech at the Un on equality for women provides an interesting example of how language is used effectively to convey a powerful message. In her speech, Angelina Jolie uses a variety of words that show derivational morphological processes. An analysis of her speech can reveal how word choice and morphological structures are used to reinforce messages, create deep impressions, and expand meaning. This article aims to analyse the use of the derivational morphology in Angelina Jolie’s speech at the UN on equality for women. By analysing the word structures used, this research is expected to provide insight into how linguistic elements contribute to the effectiveness of the messages conveyed.
2. RESEARCH METHOD
The research was conducted as a descriptive method and qualitative approach since the research was described in words form to describe and analysed characteristics applied in derived words and dictionary information from Angelina Jolie speech delivered at the General Assembly ministerial meeting on United Nations peacekeeping, in 2019. The data was taken from the United Nations YouTube channel entitled “Angelina Jolie (UNHCR Special Envoy) at the UN Peacekeeping ministerial 2019”. The video is 15.13 minutes long with 278.045 views. This video was taken at the United Nations (UN) building, New York. 

The research used a purposive sampling technique as a tool to select the relevant data of Angelina Jolie’s speech. The criteria for selecting data are based on three criteria: First, focus on words which are related to the theme of Angelina Jolie’s speech about Equality for Women. Second, words with derivational affixes, either prefix (e.g., un-, dis-, re-) or suffix (e.g., -ment, -ly, -ity, etc.). last, words which changed the word class due to derivational affixes, such as word equal (adjective) + suffix -ly forming a new word equality (noun) and changing the word class from adjective to noun.

There were some steps to collect data. First, the researcher watched the video on YouTube, and then the researcher transcribed the audio into a written script. Second, the researcher marked the words from the script which were the derivational affixes, especially prefix and suffix. Last, the researcher classified the part of speech of the words that experienced changes due to derivational affixes. 
There were some steps to analyse the data. First, the researcher identified the derivational morphemes based on the types form in The Angelina Jolie’s Speech script. Secondly, the researcher analysed the function of derived words. Third, the researcher analysed the effect of derived morphology on meaning in the speech. Fourth, the researcher found the meaning of the word in Meriam-webster dictionary. The last, the researcher made conclusion.
3. FINDINGS AND DISCUSSIONS
3.1. Derivational Prefix
Based on the findings of this study, researchers found 78 derivation words in Angelina Jolie's speech at the UN on equality for women. The results show that there are 16 derivation words which include: -in (4), dis- (3), un- (5), re- (2), en- (1), dan epi- (1). Meanwhile, there are 62 derivational suffixes including:  -ly (7), -ful (3), -ing (5), -er (6), -less (2), -est (2), -ity (7), -ian (1), -ment (4), -ty (3), -al (1), -en (1), -ous (1), -doms (1), -or (2), -ion (6), -ical (1), -tion (1), -ic (1), -able (2), -izes (1), -ation (1), and -izations (1). Here is the description below:

Based on the research results, it is found that in Angelina Jolie's speech there are 16 with derivational prefixes, and the researchers only focus on analysing 10 derivational words that appear in the speech. Prefixes are affixes that come before the base word. Derivational prefixes have a function to create new meanings or create new words (Vaxobovna, 2024). This new word change can be accompanied by a part of speech change or not, but most of the prefixes do not change the word class. Here is the prefix that found in Angelina Jolie’s speech:
Table 1. Data Prefix In-
	Words
	Prefix
	Steam 

	Incapable 
	In-
	Capable 

	Ineffective 
	In-
	Effective 

	Inequality 
	In- 
	Equality 


First the researcher found the derivational prefix in-. This prefix is used to form words with a negative or opposite meaning to the base word (Dixon, 2014). As in the words: incapable, ineffective, and inequality. The word incapable comes from the word “capable” which means “able/having the ability”. Then it receives the prefix “in-,” which means “not,” and is attached to the word “capable” to form a new word, “incapable,” which means “incompetent” or “insusceptible.”. 

Then, the prefix in- is attached to the word steam “effective,” which creates a new word, ineffective. This process changes the meaning of the root word from having a meaning of “producing a decided, decisive, or desired effect” or “being in effect: operative” to having a meaning of “incapable” or “ineffectual” when the prefix in- is attached to the word “effective.”. 

Last, the prefix in- is attached to the word steam “equality,” which creates a new word, inequality. This process changes the meaning of the root word from having a meaning of “the quality or state of being equal” to having a meaning of “an instance of being unequal” when the prefix in- is attached to the word “equality.”. 
Table 2. data prefix Un-
	Words
	Prefix
	Steam

	Unwilling  
	un-
	willing 

	Unacceptable  
	un-
	Acceptable  

	Unspeakable  
	Un- 
	Speakable  


The prefix un- in derivational affixes has the same meaning as the prefix in-, which is to form a negative meaning or the opposite of the root (Mustapha & Galti, 2024). This prefix is usually used to change the meaning without changing the part of speech. 

The word “unwilling” comes from the word “willing,” which means “ready.” So, when the prefix un- is attached to the root “willing”, it forms a new, “unwilling”, which means “not willing” or “reluctant to do something”. 

The word “Unacceptable” comes from the word “acceptable,” which means “capable or worthy of being accepted”. The process of adding the prefix un- to the word “acceptable” forms a new word “unacceptable,” which means the opposite of its root word, namely “not acceptable” or “not pleasing or welcome”. 

The word “unspeakable” comes from the word “speakable,” which means “talkable” or “to utter words or articulate sound with the ordinary voice.”. The adding prefix un- to the word “speakable” forms a new word, “unspeakable,” which has the meaning of negation or the opposite of the base word, which is “unutterable” or “that may not or cannot be spoken”. 
Table 3. data prefix dis-
	Words
	Prefix
	Root

	Displaced 
	Dis-
	Placed 

	Dismiss
	Dis-
	miss


The word “displaced” comes from the root word “place,” which means “a location” or “a physical environment: space.” The addition of the prefix dis- gives the meaning of removal to the root word, so the addition of prefix dis- shows “a state of being moved” or “lost from the original place”. The addition prefix dis- to the root word “place” forms a new word “displace,” which has the meaning of “to remove from the usual or proper place” or “supplant”. 

The word “dismiss,” comes from the root word “miss” which means “to fail to hit, reach or contact” or “omit”. The addition prefix dis- to the root word “miss” forms a new word “dismiss,” which means “discharge” or “to reject serious consideration of (something or someone”. 
Table 4. data Prefix Re-
	Words
	Prefix
	Root

	Represent 
	Re-
	Present 


The prefix re- in derivational affixes is used to indicate an action or state which is repeated or re-performed (Dixon, 2014). This prefix re- is found in the word “represent,” derived from the root word “present” which means “to present” or “to show”. The addition of the prefix re- to the root word “present” forms the new word “represent” and changes its meaning become “to describe or present clearly”. 
Table 5. data prefix

	Words
	Prefix
	Root

	Epicentre
	Epi-
	Centre


The word “epicentre” is derived from the word “centre” which means “centre point”.  The addition prefix epi- to the root word “centre” forms a new word “epicentre” which has a meaning that refers to “a more specific centre point” or “the main focus of an event” because the prefix epi- comes from Greek, which means “above” or “centrally located”.
3.2. Derivational Suffixes

For the derivational suffixes, the researcher found 62 words with derivational suffixes in Angelina Jolie's speech, and the researchers only focus on analysing 15 derivational words that appear in the speech. Derivational suffixes are a process of adding suffixes after the base word. Suffixes have the function of creating a new word by adding suffixes after the base word and commonly changing the word class or part of speech of the base word (Raja, 2014). Here are the suffixes that found in Angelina Jolie’s speech:
Table 6. data suffix -ity
	Words
	Root
	Suffix

	Humanity 
	Human 
	-ity

	Stability 
	Stable
	-ity


The first suffix found in this word is -ity- in the word “humanity” and “stability”. The suffix -ity- has the function to create an abstract (uncountable) noun. First, in the word “humanity” which comes from the base word “human” as an adjective which means “relating to or characteristic of humans”. Then, the suffix -ity- added to the base word “human” to form a new word “humanity” which refers to “the quality or state of being human”. This process changes the part of speech of the word “human” as an adjective to become the abstract noun “humanity” with a broader meaning.
Meanwhile, the word “stability” which comes from the base word “stable” as an adjective which means “sturdy” or “unchanged”. Then, the suffix -ity- added to the base word “stable” to form a new word “stability” which refers to “the quality, state, or degree of being stable”. This process changes the part of speech of the word “stable” as an adjective to become the abstract noun “stability”. 
Table 7. data suffix -ment
	Words
	Root
	Suffix

	Government
	Govern 
	-ment 

	Harassment 
	Harass 
	-ment 


Furthermore, the researcher found the suffix -ment in the word “government” and “harassment”. The suffix -ment- is one of the derivational suffixes added to the verb to form a noun. This suffix refers to the result, action, or process which relates to the base word. In the word “government” which comes from the verb base word “govern” which means “to control and direct policy making and implementation”. Then, the suffix -ment- attached to the base word “govern” to form a new word “government” which refers to “an officials who comprise the governing body of a political unit and form the organization as an active body”. This process changes the part of speech of the word “govern” as a verb to become the noun “government”.

Whereas, the word “harassment” comes from the base word “harass” as a verb which means “disturb”, “abuse”, or “intimidate repeatedly”. Then, the suffix -ment- attached to the base word “harass” to form a new word “harassment” which refers to the “act, behaviour, or process of abuse”. This process changes the part of speech of the word “harass” as a verb to become the noun “harassment”. 
Table 8. data suffixes -ion and -tion

	Words
	Root
	Suffix

	Violation
	Violate
	-ion 

	Exploitation 
	Exploit 
	-ation 

	Protection 
	Protect 
	-ion 

	Civilization
	Civilize
	-ation


Then, the researcher found the suffixes -ion- and -tion- in the word “violation”, “exploitation”, “protection” and “civilization”. The suffix -ion- dan -tion- are also part of the derivational suffixes added to the verb to form abstract nouns. This suffix refers to the result, concept, or process more formal and specific which relates to the base word. First, in the word “violation” which comes from the base word verb “violate” which means “breaking or disregard”. Addition of the suffix -ion- to the base word “violate” forms a new word “violation” which refers to “an act of irreverence or desecration”. This process changes the part of speech of the base word “violate” as a verb into the noun “violation”. 

In the word “exploitation” which comes from the verb base word “exploit” which means “utilize” or “take advantage of”. The addition of the suffix -ation- to the base word “exploit” forms a new word “exploitation” which refers to the “act or instance of exploiting”. This process also changes the part of speech of the base word “exploit” as a verb to become a noun “exploitation”.

Next, in the word “protection” which comes from the base word “protect” which means “protect”. The addition of the suffix -ion- to the base word “protect” forms a new word “protection” which refers to the “action, process, or protection result”. This process also changes the part of speech of the base word “protect” as a verb to become the noun “protection”.

Lastly, in the word “civilization” which comes from the steam word “civilize” which means “be civilized”. Before that, the word civilization experienced several additions of suffixes. First, the addition of suffix -ize- to the word “civil” which means “politeness” or “relating to citizens” and experienced a change in word class from adjective “civil” to verb “civilize”. After that, it changes back into a noun due to the addition of the suffix -ation- to the steam “civilize” to become “civilization” which refers to “the process, result, or condition of becoming civilized”. 
Table 9. data suffixes -or-, -er-
	Words
	Root
	Suffix

	Negotiator 
	Negotiate 
	-or

	Protector
	Protect
	-or

	Adviser
	Advise 
	-er


 
Next, the researcher found derivational suffixes -or- and -er- in the word “negotiator”, “protector”, and “adviser”. The suffixes -or- and -er- are also part of the derivational suffixes added to the verb to form a noun. This suffix indicates the actor or agent who performs the action. First, in the word “negotiator” which comes from the base word “negotiate” which means “to do business, trade, or deal”. The addition of the suffix -or- to the base word “negotiate” forms a new word “negotiator” which means “the person or agent who performs negotiate”. This process changes the part of speech of the word “negotiate” as a verb into “negotiator” as a noun. 

The word “protector” comes from the base word “protect” which means “to cover”. The addition suffix -or- to the base word “protect” forms a new word “protector” which means “someone that protects”. This process changes the part of speech of the word “protect” as a verb into “protector” as a noun.

Lastly, the word “adviser” comes from the base word “advise” which means “giving counsel or suggestion”. The addition suffix -er- to the base word “advise” forms a new word “adviser” which means “a person or agent who gives advice especially professionally”. This process also changes the part of speech of the word “advise” as a verb into “adviser” as a noun. 
Table 10. data suffix -ly-
	Words
	Root
	Suffix

	Peacefully 
	peace
	-ful, -ly


The researcher found the suffix -ly- in the word “peacefully”. The addition suffix -ly- into the base word commonly changes the part of speech into adverb or adjective based on the context. on the word “peacefully” which comes from the steam word “peaceful” which is an adjective that describes “untroubled by conflict, agitation, or commotion”. Before that, the word “peacefully” experienced several additions of suffixes. First, the addition of suffix -ful- to the base word “peace” which means “a state of tranquility or quiet” and experienced a change in word class form the noun “peace” into an adjective “peaceful”. After that, it changes back into an adverb due to the addition of the suffix -ly- to the steam “peaceful” to become “peacefully” which describes something that has been done.
Table 11. data suffix -ful-
	Words
	Root
	Suffix

	Harmful  
	Harm  
	-ful


The researcher also found the suffix -ful- in the word “harmful”. The suffix -ful- attached to the base word which commonly changes the class of word into adjective form the noun. The word “harmful” comes from the base word “harm” which means “damage or injury”.  The addition suffix -ful- into the base word “harm” form a new word “harmful” which means “injurious, cause of damage”. This process also changes the part of speech of the base word “harm” as a noun to become an adjective “harmful”.
Table 12. data suffix -less-
	Words
	Root
	Suffix

	countless
	count
	less


The researcher also found the suffix -less- in the word “countless”. The suffix -less- has a meaning “without” or “not having something”. The addition of the suffix -less- changes the part of speech of the word. The word “countless” comes from the base word “count” as a noun which means “to count, number or calculation”. The addition suffix -less- to the base word “count” forms a new word “countless” which means “uncountable”. This process changes the part of speech of the base word “count” as a noun to become an adjective “countless”.  
Table 13. data suffix -ical-
	Words
	Root
	Suffix

	Political 
	Politic  
	-ical


Lastly, the researcher found the suffix -al- on the word “political”. The suffix -ical- attached to the base word which commonly changes the class of word from noun becomes an adjective. The word “political” comes from the base word “politics” which means “the art or science of government”. The addition suffix -ical- into the base word “politics” form a new word “political” which means “relating to government or the conduct of government”. This process also changes the part of speech of the base word “politics” as a noun to become an adjective “political”.
Table 14. The Percentage of the Part of Speech of derivational suffixes

	No. 
	Part of Speech
	Frequency
	Percentage

	1
	Noun 
	11
	73.3%

	0. 
	Adjective 
	3
	20%

	0. 
	Adverb
	1
	6.7%


Based on the table above, the suffix addition derivation process found several patterns of word class or part of speech changes. The first pattern found is the change of verbs, adjectives, into nouns. This change is the most dominant with 11 times or (73.3%). This word class change is caused by the addition of suffixes such as -ity-, -ment-, -ion, -tion-, -or- and -er- to the verb to noun base, or adjective to noun base. This transformation usually creates an abstract noun that describes the action, process, result, or agent of the base word. For example, govern becomes government, protect becomes protector, etc. 

Furthermore, the process of transforming nouns into adjectives is usually due to the addition of suffixes -ful-, -less-, -al-, and -ical- to the noun base word. This derivation process changes nouns into adjectives such as politics into political, and harm into harmful. This transformation serves to describe the nature, characteristics or relationship with the base word. In addition, the change occurs due to the addition of the suffix -ly- which changes a large base word from an adjective to an adverb, this change functions to explain how an action or a situation is.
4. SIMPULAN
Based on the analysis of Angelina Jolie’s Speech entitled “Equality For Woman” at the UN peacekeeping ministerial (2019), it is found that there are 78 words with derivational affixes in the form of prefix and suffix. This analysis focuses on 10 prefix and 15 suffixes that appear in the speech. The prefix analysed include prefixes: -in-, -un-, -dis-, -re-, and -epi-. These Prefix commonly give negative, opposite, repetitive, or emphasized meaning to the base wotd without changing the word class. Meanwhile. The suffixes found and analysed include: -ity-, -ment-, -ion-, -tion-, -or-, -er-, -ful-, -ly-, -less-, and -ical-. These Suffixes have the function to change word classes, such as from verbs to nouns (e.g. protect become protectors), nouns to adjectives (e.g. harm become harmful), and adjectives to adverb (e.g. peaceful become peacefully). This suffix has a function to change word classes, such as from verbs to nouns (protect become protectors), nouns to adjectives (harm become harmful), and adjectives to adverbs (peaceful become peacefully). The most dominant pattern of word class changes is the change of verbs or adjectives into nouns found as much as 73.3%. this change produces abstract nouns that describe the action, process, result, or agent of the base word. then the change of nouns into adjectives found as much as 20%, and the last change of adjectives into adverbs found as much as 6.7%. this study shows the derivation process, both prefixes and suffixes make a significant contribution in creating new words and meanings that function to expand the meaning of the base word by adding additional conceptual elements, properties, or descriptions so as to affect the complexity, meaning and clarity of the message conveyed.
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