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ABSTRACT

Research Problem: This research aims to investigate the complex interactions between religion and
global policymaking and their impact on international relations.

Research purposes: The aim of this research is to comprehensively investigate the influence of religion
on diplomatic decisions and international relations, as well as to provide a deeper understanding of how
global policy is influenced by religious beliefs.

Research methods: The research methods used include analysis of historical documents, diplomatic
archives, and qualitative interviews with key stakeholders such as policy makers and religious leaders.
This research approach provides a nuanced exploration exploring the multi-faceted dimensions of
religious influence on diplomatic decisions and international relations.

Results and Discussion: This research highlights historical patterns of religious influence on foreign
policy and makes significant contributions to academic discussions of international relations. The results
of this research help understand the motivations and actions of states in the context of a complex
geopolitical landscape.

Research Implications and Contributions: The implications of this research extend to policymakers,
scholars, and the general public by providing a deeper understanding of how religious beliefs shape
global strategy. By recognizing this dimension in diplomatic interactions, this research provides a basis
for creating culturally sensitive and effective foreign policy, promoting dialogue, and strengthening
cooperation between countries with diverse religious backgrounds.

Keywords: Divine Diplomacy, Religious Influence, Global Policymaking, International
Relations

INTRODUCTION

Religion, as an influential force, has played a pivotal role in shaping the fabric of societies, cultures,
and individual belief systems throughout history (Jackson et al., 2021). In contemporary times, this
influence has transcended the spiritual domain, extending its reach into the intricate realm of global
policymaking (Minh & Nhat, 2023). This article endeavors to delve into the complex dynamics of this
transformation, scrutinizing the ways in which religious considerations exert a profound impact on the
decision-making processes of nations in the international arena. By exploring both overt and subtle
manifestations of what can be termed "divine diplomacy," this study aims to untravel the multifaceted
dimensions through which religion shapes the conduct of states on the global stage.

In the pursuit of a comprehensive understanding, this research employs a qualitative research
methodology (Hennink et al., 2020), combining historical document analysis, diplomatic archives, and
in-depth interviews with key stakeholders. The historical aspect of the research delves into the archives,
examining past instances where religious considerations have influenced diplomatic decisions and
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international relations. This qualitative approach allows for a nuanced exploration of the intricate
interplay between religion and policymaking, capturing the richness and depth of the historical context.

The novelty of this research lies in its holistic examination of the manifestation of religious
influence on global policy making, both real and subtle, where several previous studies have not
thoroughly looked at it from a holistic examination perspective (Conway, 2020; Moynihan, 2021;
Nishikawa-Pacher, 2023). Through qualitative interviews with policymakers and religious leaders, this
study probes the intricacies of the decision-making process, revealing less obvious ways in which
religious considerations shape diplomatic strategy. By addressing this often overlooked nuance, this
research provides a new perspective on existing discourse regarding the intersection of religion and
international relations.

Furthermore, the research methodology employed in this study brings a distinctive qualitative lens
to the examination of divine diplomacy. By engaging with key stakeholders through interviews, the study
seeks to extract insights into the motivations, values, and beliefs that underpin diplomatic decisions
influenced by religion. This qualitative approach adds depth to the analysis, providing a more holistic
understanding of the human elements driving international relations.

Research not only contributes to the broader understanding of the intricate relationship between
religion and global policymaking but also introduces a novel perspective by elucidating both overt and
subtle manifestations of religious influence. Through a qualitative methodology that explores historical
contexts and engages with key stakeholders, this study aims to enrich the academic discourse on divine
diplomacy, offering valuable insights for policymakers, scholars, and those seeking a deeper
comprehension of the complexities inherent in the intersection of religion and global affairs.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Theological Alliances and Conflicts in Global Affairs: Unraveling the Complex Web

Religion, with its profound impact on societies, often extends its influence into the intricate
domain of global affairs (Tomalin, 2020). One prevalent aspect of this influence is observed in the
formation of theological alliances and the exacerbation of conflicts rooted in religious differences. This
article embarks on a comprehensive exploration of the historical and contemporary instances where
nations strategically leverage shared religious beliefs to forge alliances or exploit religious divisions to
advance geopolitical agendas. Through in-depth case studies, this analysis aims to shed light on the
nuanced dynamics surrounding theological alliances and conflicts in the realm of international relations.

To comprehend the intricate interplay between religion and global affairs, it is essential to delve
into historical perspectives. The formation of theological alliances dates back centuries, with examples
ranging from the Holy League during the Battle of Lepanto to alliances formed during the Crusades
(Weidenkopf, 2023). These historical instances provide insights into the strategic utilization of shared
religious beliefs to strengthen diplomatic bonds. Simultaneously, conflicts such as the Thirty Years' War
and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict underscore the role of religious differences as catalysts for geopolitical
tensions.

Case Studies:
The Holy League and the Battle of Lepanto (1571) (KORPAS, 2022):

Examining the Holy League's formation during the Battle of Lepanto provides a compelling
historical example of a theological alliance. Comprising Catholic states, this league was motivated by a
shared religious identity against the Ottoman Empire. The case study explores how religious solidarity
played a pivotal role in shaping the alliance's diplomatic and military strategies, influencing the outcome
of the battle.

The Israeli-Palestinian Conflict (Yarchi & Ayalon, 2023)

In the contemporary landscape, the Israeli-Palestinian conflict serves as a complex case study
where religious differences exacerbate geopolitical tensions. Analyzing the historical and religious
dimensions of this conflict reveals how deeply rooted theological disparities contribute to the ongoing
strife. The case study also delves into instances where religious identity serves as a mobilizing force for
both diplomatic and military initiatives.
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South Asian Dynamics: India and Pakistan (Islam, 2020)

The religious dynamics between India and Pakistan offer a nuanced exploration of geopolitical
conflicts influenced by theological differences. With Hinduism and Islam as dominant religions in the
region, historical events like the partition of British India highlight how religious identities have shaped
diplomatic alliances and conflicts, impacting the geopolitical landscape of South Asia.

Contemporary Strategies (Doroh, 2023)

In the contemporaty geopolitical landscape, nations continue to strategically leverage religious ties
for diplomatic advantages. Case studies from the Middle East, where Sunni-Shia tensions persist, and
Africa, where religious affiliations often intersect with tribal dynamics, provide contemporary
illustrations of how theological alliances and conflicts shape diplomatic relations.

Analysis of Strategies and Implications
Strengthening Diplomatic Bonds

In instances where nations form alliances based on shared religious beliefs, the diplomatic
strategies employed reveal the power of religious identity in fostering cooperation. The analysis explores
how these alliances go beyond geopolitical interests, contributing to a sense of solidarity and shared
values among participating nations.

Exploiting Religious Divisions

Conversely, when religious differences are exploited to further geopolitical agendas, the
implications are multifaceted. This analysis scrutinizes the manipulative strategies employed by nations
to exploit religious divisions, including the instrumentalization of religious rhetoric, support for proxy
groups, and the exacerbation of existing tensions.

Contemporary Challenges and Opportunities

As the world grapples with evolving geopolitical challenges, the role of religion in shaping alliances
and conflicts continues to be a complex and dynamic factor. The article concludes by exploring the
contemporary challenges and opportunities associated with theological alliances and conflicts,
emphasizing the importance of nuanced approaches in diplomatic strategies that acknowledge the
multifaceted nature of religious influence in global affairs.

In the intricate tapestry of global affairs, theological alliances and conflicts represent a significant
thread that weaves through history and shapes the contemporary geopolitical landscape. Through a
detailed exploration of case studies spanning historical epochs and diverse regions, this analysis elucidates
the multifaceted dynamics at play when nations strategically leverage shared religious beliefs or exploit
differences for geopolitical gains. The lessons gleaned from these case studies provide valuable insights
for policymakers, diplomats, and scholars seeking to navigate the complex intersection of religion and
international relations in the modern era.

Moral Imperatives and Policy Formulation: The Interplay of Religious Doctrines in
International Relations

Religion, as a guiding force in the lives of individuals and societies, often extends its influence into
the realm of policymaking, shaping the ethical considerations that underpin decision-making processes
(Chukwu et al., 2023). This section delves into the intricate dynamics of how religious doctrines provide
a moral framework that influences the formulation and execution of policies on the international stage.
By exploring the intersection of moral imperatives and pragmatic decision-making, we gain insights into
the nuanced ways in which religious principles contribute to the ethical dimensions of global affairs.

Religious doctrines, rooted in ancient wisdom and moral teachings, provide believers with a set
of ethical guidelines shaping their worldview (Schweiker & Clairmont, 2020). Whether grounded in
Judeo-Christian ethics, Islamic principles, Eastern philosophies, or other spiritual traditions, these
doctrines often emphasize values such as justice, compassion, and the sanctity of life. Understanding the
ethical foundation laid by religious teachings is crucial for comprehending how policymakers draw upon
these principles when formulating and executing policies.
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Case Studies
Humanitarian Interventions (Chesterman, 2023)

Examining instances of humanitarian interventions allows for a nuanced exploration of how
religious moral imperatives influence policy formulation. Case studies such as international responses to
genocides or humanitatian crises highlight the role of religious values in shaping decisions related to
intervention, aid distribution, and the protection of vulnerable populations.

Environmental Policies (Kraft, 2021)

The ethical responsibility for stewardship of the environment is a theme embedded in various
religious doctrines. Case studies analyzing how nations integrate religious principles into environmental
policies provide insights into the intersection of moral imperatives and pragmatic decision-making,
particularly in addressing issues like climate change and sustainable development.

Conflict Resolution (Kraft, 2021)

Religious doctrines often advocate for peace and reconciliation. Case studies in conflict zones,
where religious principles guide policies aimed at resolution and peacebuilding, shed light on how
policymakers navigate the complexities of balancing moral imperatives with political realities.

The Role of Religious Leaders (Butt, 2020)

Religious leaders, as influential moral authorities, play a pivotal role in shaping policy discussions
and decisions. Their advocacy for specific moral imperatives derived from religious doctrines can
influence public opinion and policymakers alike. This section explores the impact of religious leaders in
the formulation and execution of policies, examining their roles as both advisors and advocates for
ethical considerations in international relations.

Balancing Moral Imperatives and Pragmatism (Drascek et al., 2021)

The intersection of moral imperatives and pragmatic decision-making poses challenges for
policymakers. Striking a balance between upholding ethical principles detived from religious doctrines
and navigating the practicalities of international relations requires a delicate approach. This analysis
investigates how policymakers grapple with this tension, considering factors such as national interests,
geopolitical considerations, and the expectations of the global community.

Critiques and Controversies (Brummett, 2020)

While religious doctrines offer moral imperatives, their interpretation and application in
policymaking are subject to debate. This section explores critiques and controversies surrounding the
incorporation of religious principles into policy formulation, addressing concerns related to the
separation of church and state, potential discrimination, and challenges in accommodating diverse
religious perspectives within multicultural societies.

Understanding the interplay of moral imperatives and policy formulation has broad implications
for global governance. This analysis concludes by exploring how a nuanced appreciation of religious
influences on policymaking can contribute to the development of more ethical and culturally sensitive
approaches to addressing global challenges. It also considers the potential for collaboration between
religious institutions and international organizations to foster shared values and common goals. In the
complex landscape of international relations, the interplay between religious doctrines and policy
formulation adds a layer of moral complexity. This exploration of moral imperatives and pragmatic
decision-making reveals the profound impact of religious principles on the ethical considerations that
shape global affairs. By unraveling the intricacies of this interplay through case studies, the role of
religious doctrines in guiding policymakers becomes more apparent, offering insights into the challenges
and opportunities associated with balancing moral imperatives and pragmatic realities on the
international stage.

Soft Power and Faith-Based Diplomacy: Bridging Borders in Global Relations
In the complex landscape of international relations, the concept of soft power has gained
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prominence, highlighting the ability of nations to influence others through attraction rather than
coercion (Ohnesorge, 2020). Religious institutions and leaders play a pivotal role in this soft power
dynamic, transcending borders to wield significant influence on the global stage. This section delves into
the intricacies of faith-based diplomacy, examining how religious figures and institutions engage in
diplomatic efforts to address global challenges, promote peace, and shape public opinion. Soft power,
as coined by Joseph Nye (2002), refers to the ability of a country to shape the preferences of others
through appeal and attraction rather than through coercive or military means. Religious institutions
inherently possess elements of soft power, given their ability to inspire, influence, and connect with
people on a profound level. Understanding the dynamics of soft power is crucial for unraveling the
impact of faith-based diplomacy in shaping international relations.

Religious figures, including prominent leaders from various faith traditions, often serve as
influential diplomats (McDonagh et al., 2021). Their moral authority, ethical teachings, and ability to
connect with diverse audiences make them valuable contributors to diplomatic efforts. This section
explores case studies highlighting instances where religious figures have played instrumental roles in
diplomatic negotiations, conflict resolution, and fostering international cooperation. Religious
institutions and leaders engage in diplomacy not only as mediators in conflicts but also as advocates for
addressing pressing global challenges. The discussion delves into initiatives led by religious organizations
to combat poverty, promote education, address climate change, and respond to humanitarian crises. Case
studies illuminate the impact of faith-based diplomacy in contributing to solutions for global issues.

Faith-based diplomacy often emphasizes the principles of peace and reconciliation inherent in
many religious doctrines (Gehlin, 2020). The section explores how religious leaders and institutions
actively participate in peacebuilding efforts, both within and between nations. Case studies in regions
marked by historical conflicts showcase the constructive role played by faith-based initiatives in
promoting dialogue and fostering understanding. In the age of global communication, the influence of
religious institutions extends beyond diplomatic circles to shape public opinion (McDonagh et al., 2021).
Religious leaders, with their moral authority, can influence perceptions, attitudes, and values on a global
scale. This part of the discussion examines the strategic communication efforts employed by religious
figures and institutions to mold public opinion and garner support for various causes.

While faith-based diplomacy holds promise, it is not without challenges and controversies
(Lehmann & McLarren, 2023). This section critically examines instances where religious influence in
diplomacy has faced resistance, skepticism, or even backlash. Debates surrounding the separation of
religion and politics, concerns about proselytization, and the potential for religious biases in diplomatic
endeavors are explored to provide a balanced perspective (Yang & Li, 2021). Faith-based diplomacy
often operates in tandem with secular diplomatic efforts. This collaborative approach is explored
through case studies where religious and political leaders work together to address complex global issues.
Successful collaborations as well as potential tensions that may arise when religious and secular interests
intersect in diplomatic initiatives.

The exploration concludes by considering the future prospects of faith-based diplomacy in an
ever-changing global landscape (Rees, 2021). Recommendations for enhancing the effectiveness of these
diplomatic efforts, fostering interfaith dialogue, and addressing potential challenges are presented. The
evolving role of religious institutions and leaders in shaping the future of international relations is
discussed in the context of emerging global dynamics. Faith-based diplomacy represents a significant
dimension of soft power, where religious institutions and leaders wield influence that extends far beyond
national borders (Adesina, 2023). By delving into the intricate role of religious figures and institutions in
addressing global challenges, promoting peace, and shaping public opinion, where religious figures are
quite a significant factor in determining policy decisions. As the world continues to grapple with complex
issues, recognizing and appreciating the role of faith-based diplomacy becomes imperative for fostering
collaboration, understanding, and sustainable solutions on the global stage.

CONCLUSION

Overall, research on theological alliances and conflicts, policy formulation based on religious
moral imperatives, and religion-based diplomacy as soft power explores the complex role of religion in
global diplomacy. From research on theological alliances and conflicts, it appears that religious-based
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alliances and contflicts can be collaborative drivers or sources of geopolitical tension. Research focuses
on the moral value of religious beliefs, highlighting how these values form the ethical basis for
international policy making and implementation. Meanwhile, in the context of research on religion-based
diplomacy as soft power, this research illustrates how religious institutions and figures, through this
research, have a strong impact through soft power, shaping public opinion and contributing to peace
diplomacy. A holistic understanding of these three aspects of research reveals the complexity and
significant impact of religion in the dynamics of global diplomacy, highlighting the importance of
understanding the role of this diversity in formulating international strategies and policies.

ACKNOWLEDGMENT

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Adesina, O. S. (2023). Exploring Religion as a Tool of Nigeria’s Public Diplomacy. International Journal of
Emerging Multidisciplinaries: Social Science, IEMD-SS, 2(1), 1-20.

Brummett, A. (2020). The quasi-religious nature of clinical ethics consultation. Hes Forum, 32(3), 199—
2009.

Butt, T. M. (2020). Social and political role of madrassa: Perspectives of religious leaders in Pakistan.
South Asian Studies, 27(2).

Chesterman, S. (2023). Humanitarian intervention and R2P. In International Organization and Global
Governance (pp. 573—584). Routledge.

Chukwu, E., Adu-Baah, A., Niaz, M., Nwagwu, U., & Chukwu, M. U. (2023). Navigating Ethical Supply
Chains: The Intersection of Diplomatic Management and Theological Ethics. International Journal of
Multidisciplinary Sciences and Arts, 2(1), 127-139.

Conway, P. R. (2020). The folds of coexistence: Towards a diplomatic political ontology, between
difference and contradiction. Theory, Culture & Society, 37(3), 23—47.

Doroh, H. H. (2023). Coexistence and Religious Differences in Asia. In Sunni Communities in the Islamic
Republic of Iran, 2013-2021 (pp. 19-30). Brill.

Drascek, M., Rejc Buhovac, A., & Mesner Andolsek, D. (2021). Moral pragmatism as a bridge between
duty, utility, and virtue in managers’ ethical Decision-Making. Journal of Business Ethics, 172, 803—
819.

Gehlin, S. (2020). A Faith-Based Endeavour for Peace. In Pathways for Theology in Peacebuilding (pp. 14—
53). Brill.

Hennink, M., Hutter, 1., & Bailey, A. (2020). Qualitative research methods. Sage.

Islam, N. (2020). Turkey, Asia anew and South Asia: A comparative assessment on bilateral relations and
soft power policy with Bangladesh, India, and Pakistan. TURAN-SAM, 12(47), 379-398.

Jackson, J. C., Caluori, N., Abrams, S., Beckman, E., Gelfand, M., & Gray, K. (2021). Tight cultures and
vengeful gods: How culture shapes religious belief. Journal of Experimental Psychology: General, 150(10),
2057.

KORPAS, 7. (2022). History is Written by Victorious Battles: Glorious Lepanto (1571) and Forgotten
Preveza (1538). Tarih Dergisi, 76, 63-94.

Kraft, M. E. (2021). Environmental policy and politics. Routledge.

Lehmann, J., & McLarren, K. (2023). Faith-Based Diplomacy as a New (and Old) Practice in Foreign
Policy: Concepts and Cases. In The Palgrave Handbook of Diplomatic Thought and Practice in the Digital
Age (pp. 243-264). Springer.

McDonagh, P., Manocha, K., Neary, J., & Vazquez Mendoza, L. (2021). On the significance of religion for
Global diplomagy. Taylor & Francis.

Minh, T. N., & Nhat, Q. V. (2023). Spiritual factors in Vietnamese consumers’ purchasing decisions.
GPH-International Journal of Business Management, 6(10), 15-27.

Moynihan, S. (2021). Miracles, Divine Agency, and Christian-Muslim Diplomacy During the Crusades.
In Miracles, Political Authority and 1 iolence in Medieval and Early Modern History (pp. 92—108). Routledge.

Nishikawa-Pacher, A. (2023). How diplomacy evolves: the global spread of honorific state awards.
European Journal of International Relations, 13540661231186740.

Religion and Policy Journal Vol.1 No. 2 2023 52



Divine Diplomacy: Religious Influence in Global Policymaking

Nye, J. (2002). The information revolution and American soft power. Asia-Pacific Review, 9(1).

Ohnesorge, H. W. (2020). Soff Power. Springer.

Rees, J. A. (2021). Religion and foreign policy. Handbook on Religion and International Relations, 38—51.

Schweiker, W., & Clairmont, D. A. (2020). Re/igions Ethics: Meaning and Method. John Wiley & Sons.

Tomalin, E. (2020). Global aid and faith actors: the case for an actor-orientated approach to the ‘turn to
religion.” International Affairs, 96(2), 323-342.

Weidenkopf, S. (2023). The Interaction of Church and State During the Crusading Movement:
Cooperation, Control, Indifference. In The Palgrave Handbook of Religion and State 1 olume 11: Global
Perspectives (pp. 31-53). Springer.

Yang, Z., & Li, L. (2021). Positioning religion in international relations: The performative, discursive,
and relational dimension of religious soft power. Religions, 12(11), 940.

Yarchi, M., & Ayalon, A. (2023). Fighting over the image: the Israeli— Palestinian conflict in the Gaza
strip 2018— 19. Studies in Conflict & Terrorism, 46(2), 123—1306.

53 Religion and Policy Journal Vol.1 No. 2 2023



